Shabbat Va-yikra

5 April

Torah Reading

Leviticus 1:1-2:6

(1) M called to Moses and spoke to
him from the Tent of Meeting,
saying: (2) Speak to the Israelite
people, and say to them: When any
of you presents an offering of cattle
to M’: You shall choose your
offering from the herd or from the
flock. (3) If your*your Lit. “his,”
pointing to the same non-specific
referent as the socially generic noun
‘adam (lit. “human being” yet
grammatically masculine; NJPS “any”)
in 1.2. Both men and women brought
sacrificial offerings. (So also in wv. 10,
14.) offering is a burnt offering from
the herd, you shall make your
offering a male without blemish.
You shall bring it to the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting, for acceptance
in your behalf before 4) .77°) You
shall lay a hand upon the head of the
burnt offering, that it may be
acceptable in your behalf, in
expiation for you. (5) The bull shall
be slaughtered before M7°; and
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Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall offer
the blood, dashing the blood against
all sides of the altar which is at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting. (6)
The burnt offering shall be flayed
and cut up into sections. (7) The
sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire
on the altar and lay out wood upon
the fire; (8) and Aaron’s sons, the
priests, shall lay out the sections,
with the head and the suet, on the
wood that is on the fire upon the
altar. (9) Its entrails and legs shall be
washed with water, and the priest
shall turn the whole into smoke on
the altar as a burnt offering, an
offering by fire of pleasing odor to
10) .M7°) If your offering for a burnt
offering is from the flock, of sheep or
of goats, you shall make your
offering a male without blemish. (11)
It shall be slaughtered before 777> on
the north side of the altar, and
Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall dash
its blood against all sides of the
altar. (12) When it has been cut up
into sections, the priest shall lay
them out, with the head and the
suet, on the wood that is on the fire
upon the altar. (13) The entrails and
the legs shall be washed with water;
the priest shall offer up and turn the
whole into smoke on the altar. Itis a
burnt offering, an offering by fire, of
pleasing odor to 14) .77 If your
offering to M7’ is a burnt offering of
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birds, you shall choose your offering
from turtledoves or pigeons. (15)
The priest shall bring it to the altar,
pinch off its head, and turn itinto
smoke on the altar; and its blood
shall be drained out against the side
of the altar. (16) He shall remove its
crop with its contents,*contents
Others “feathers.” and cast it into the
place of the ashes, at the east side of
the altar. (17) The priest shall tear it
open by its wings, without severing
it, and turn it into smoke on the
altar, upon the wood that is on the
fire. It is a burnt offering, an offering
by fire, of pleasing odor to 1) .M7%)
When a person presents an offering
of meal to M The offering shall be
of choice flour; the offerer shall pour
oil upon it, lay frankincense on it, (2)
and present it to Aaron’s sons, the
priests. The priest shall scoop out of
it a handful of its choice flour and
oil, as well as all of its frankincense;
and this token portion he shall turn
into smoke on the altar, as an
offering by fire, of pleasing odor to
3) .M7) And the remainder of the
meal offering shall be for Aaron and
his sons, a most holy portion from
Mi”’s offerings by fire. (4) When you
present an offering of meal baked in
the oven, [it shall be of] choice flour:
unleavened cakes with oil mixed in,
or unleavened wafers spread with
oil. (5) If your offering is a meal
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offering on a griddle, it shall be of
choice flour with oil mixed in,
unleavened. (6) Break it into bits
and pour oil on it; it is a meal
offering.

Haftarah Reading

I Samuel 2:11-21

(11) Then Elkanah [and Hannah]
went home to Ramah; and the boy
entered the service of the LORD
under the priest Eli. (12) Now Eli’s
sons were scoundrels; they paid no
heed to the LORD. (13) This is how
the priests used to deal with the
people: When anyone brought a
sacrifice, the priest’s boy would
come along with a three-pronged
fork while the meat was boiling, (14)
and he would thrust it into the
cauldron, or the kettle, or the great
pot, or the small cooking-pot;-e and
whatever the fork brought up, the
priest would take away on it. This
was the practice at Shiloh with all
the Israelites who came there. (15)
[But now] even before the suet was
turned into smoke, the priest’s boy
would come and say to the man who
was sacrificing, “Hand over some
meat to roast for the priest; for he
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won’t accept boiled meat from you,
only raw.” (16) And if the man said
to him, “Let them first turn the suet
into smoke, and then take as much
as you want,” he would reply, “No,
hand it over at once or I'll take it by
force.” (17) The sin of the young men
against the LORD was very great, for
the men treated the LORD’s
offerings impiously. (18) Samuel was
engaged in the service of the LORD
as an attendant, girded with a linen
ephod. (19) His mother would also
make a little robe for him and bring
it up to him every year, when she
made the pilgrimage with her
husband to offer the annual
sacrifice. (20) Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May
the LORD grant you offspring by this
woman in place of the loan she
made to the LORD.” Then they
would return home. (21) For the
LORD took note of Hannah; she
conceived and bore three sons and
two daughters. Young Samuel
meanwhile grew up in the service of
the LORD.
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