Shabbat P'kuddei - Ha-chodesh

29 March

2 Scrolls

Exodus 38:21-39:1

(21) These are the records of the
Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Pact, which were drawn up at
Moses’ bidding—the work of the
Levites under the direction of
Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. (22)
Now Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur,
of the tribe of Judah, had made all
that M7° had commanded Moses;
(23) at his side was Oholiab son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan,
carver and designer, and
embroiderer in blue, purple, and
crimson yarns and in fine linen. (24)
All the gold that was used for the
work, in all the work of the
sanctuary—the elevation offering of
gold—came to 29 talents*talents A
talent here equals 3,000 shekels. and
730 shekels by the sanctuary
weight. (25) The silver of those of
the community who were recorded
came to 100 talents and 1,775
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shekels by the sanctuary weight:
(26) a half-shekel*half-shekel Heb.
beqa’. a head, half a shekel by the
sanctuary weight, for each one who
was entered in the records, from the
age of twenty years up, 603,550
men. (27) The 100 talents of silver
were for casting the sockets of the
sanctuary and the sockets for the
curtain, 100 sockets to the 100
talents, a talent a socket. (28) And of
the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for
the posts, overlay for their tops, and
bands around them. (29) The copper
from the elevation offering came to
70 talents and 2,400 shekels. (30) Of
it he made the sockets for the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting; the
copper altar and its copper grating
and all the utensils of the altar; (31)
the sockets of the enclosure round
about and the sockets of the gate of
the enclosure; and all the pegs of the
Tabernacle and all the pegs of the
enclosure round about. (1) Of the
blue, purple, and crimson yarns they
also*also See 36.8. made the service
vestments for officiating in the
sanctuary; they made Aaron’s sacral
vestments—as M7° had commanded
Moses.

Exodus 12:1-11

(1) M said to Moses and Aaron in
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the land of Egypt: (2) This month
shall mark for you the beginning of
the months; it shall be the first of
the months of the year for you. (3)
Speak to the community leadership
of Israel*community leadership of
Israel Heb. kol ‘adat yisra’el, lit.
“whole community of Israel,” which
here denotes the part (“leadership”)
that acts on behalf of the whole
(“community”). See the Dictionary
under ‘edah. and say that on the
tenth of this month each of them
shall take a lamb*lamb Or “kid.”
Heb. seh means either “sheep” or
“goat”; cf.v. 5. to afamily, alamb to a
household. (4) But if the household
is too small for a lamb, let it share
one with a neighbor who dwells
nearby, in proportion to the number
of persons: you shall contribute for
the lamb according to what each
household will eat. (5) Your lamb
shall be without blemish, a yearling
male; you may take it from the sheep
or from the goats. (6) You shall keep
watch over it until the fourteenth
day of this month; and all the
assembled congregation of the
Israelites shall slaughter it at
twilight. (7) They shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the
houses in which they are to eat it.
(8) They shall eat the flesh that
same night; they shall eat it roasted
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over the fire, with unleavened bread
and with bitter herbs. (9) Do not eat
any of it raw, or cooked in any way
with water, but roasted—head, legs,
and entrails—over the fire. (10) You
shall not leave any of it over until
morning; if any of it is left until
morning, you shall burn it. (11) This
is how you shall eat it: your loins
girded, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eatit hurriedly: it is a passover
offering*passover offering Or
“protective offering”; Heb. pesah. to
AR

Haftarah Reading

II Kings 23:1-27

(1) At the king’s summons, all the
elders of Judah and Jerusalem
assembled before him. (2) The king
went up to the House of GOD,
together with the entire citizenry of
Judah and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and the priests and
prophets—all the people, young and
old. And he read to them the entire
text of the covenant scroll that had
been found in the House of GOD. (3)
The king stood by the pillar and
solemnized the covenant before
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GOD: that they would follow GOD
and observe God’s commandments,
injunctions, and laws with all their
heart and soul; that they would
fulfill all the terms of this covenant
as inscribed upon the scroll. And all
the people entered into the
covenant. (4) Then the king ordered
the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of
the second rank, and the guards of
the threshold to bring out of the
Temple of GOD all the objects made
for Baal and Asherah and all the host
of heaven. He burned them outside
Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron,
and he removed the ashes to Bethel.
(5) He suppressed the idolatrous
priests whom the kings of Judah had
appointed to make offerings at the
shrines in the towns of Judah and in
the environs of Jerusalem, and those
who made offerings to Baal, to the
sun and moon and
constellations—all the host of
heaven. (6) He brought out the
[image of] Asherah from the House
of GOD to the Kidron Valley outside
Jerusalem, and burned it in the
Kidron Valley; he beat it to dust and
scattered its dust over the burial
ground of the common people. (7)
He tore down the cubicles of the
consecrated workers in the House of
GOD, at the place where the women
wove coverings for Asherah. (8) He
brought all the priests from the
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towns of Judah [to Jerusalem] and
defiled the shrines where the priests
had been making offerings—from
Geba to Beer-sheba. He also
demolished the shrines of the gates
that were at the entrance of the gate
of Joshua, the city prefect—which
were on the left as one [entered] the
city gate. (9) The priests of the
shrines, however, did not ascend the
altar of GOD in Jerusalem, but they
ate unleavened bread along with
their kinsmen. (10) He also defiled
Topheth, which is in the Valley of
Ben-hinnom, so that no one might
consign their son or daughter to the
fire of Molech. (11) He did away with
the horses that the kings of Judah
had dedicated to the sun, at the
entrance of the House of GOD, near
the chamber of the eunuch
Nathan-melech, which was in the
precincts. He burned the chariots of
the sun. (12) And the king tore down
the altars made by the kings of
Judah on the roof by the upper
chamber of Ahaz, and the altars
made by Manasseh in the two courts
of the House of GOD. He removed
them quickly from there and
scattered their rubble in the Kidron
Valley. (13) The king also defiled the
shrines facing Jerusalem, to the
south of the Mount of the Destroyer,
which King Solomon of Israel had
built for Ashtoreth, the abomination
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of the Sidonians, for Chemosh, the
abomination of Moab, and for
Milcom, the detestable thing of the
Ammonites. (14) He shattered their
pillars and cut down their sacred
posts and covered their sites with
human bones. (15) As for the altar in
Bethel [and] the shrine made by
Jeroboam son of Nebat who caused
Israel to sin—that altar, too, and the
shrine as well, he tore down. He
burned down the shrine and beat it
to dust, and he burned the sacred
post.(16) Josiah turned and saw the
graves that were there on the hill;
and he had the bones taken out of
the graves and burned on the altar.
Thus he defiled it, in fulfillment of
the word of GOD foretold by the
agent of God who foretold these
happenings. (17) He asked, “What is
the marker I see there?” And the
townspeople replied, “That is the
grave of the agent of God who came
from Judah and foretold these things
that you have done to the altar of
Bethel.” (18) “Let him be,” he said.
“Absolutely no one must disturb his
bones.” So they left his bones
undisturbed together with the
bones of the prophets who came
from Samaria. (19) Josiah also
abolished all the cult places that the
kings of Israel had built in the towns
of Samaria, vexing [GOD]. He dealt
with them just as he had done to
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Bethel: (20) He slew on the altars all
the priests of the shrines who were
there, and he burned human bones
on them. Then he returned to
Jerusalem. (21) The king
commanded all the people, “Offer
the passover sacrifice to the
ETERNAL your God as prescribed in
this scroll of the covenant.” (22)
Now the passover sacrifice had not
been offered in that manner in the
days of the chieftains who ruled
Israel, or during the days of the
kings of Israel and the kings of
Judah. (23) Only in the eighteenth
year of King Josiah was such a
passover sacrifice offered in that
manner to GOD in Jerusalem. (24)
Josiah also did away with the
necromancers and the mediums, the
oracle idols and the fetishes—all the
detestable things that were to be
seen in the land of Judah and
Jerusalem. Thus he fulfilled the
terms of the Teaching recorded in
the scroll that the priest Hilkiah had
found in the House of GOD. (25)
There was no king like him before
who turned back to GOD with all his
heart and soul and might, in full
accord with the Teaching of Moses;
nor did any like him arise after him.
(26) However, GOD did not turn
away from the awesome wrath that
had blazed up against Judah
because of all the things Manasseh
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did to provoke God’s anger. (27)
GOD said, “I will also banish Judah
from My presence as I banished
Israel; and I will reject the city of
Jerusalem that I chose and the

House where I said My name would
abide.”
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