Shabbat B'ha'alot'cha

14 June

Numbers 9:15-10:13

(15) On the day that the Tabernacle
was set up, the cloud covered the
Tabernacle, the Tent of the Pact; and
in the evening it rested over the
Tabernacle in the likeness of fire
until morning. (16) It was always so:
the cloud covered it, appearing as
fire by night. (17) And whenever the
cloud lifted from the Tent, the
Israelites would set out accordingly;
and at the spot where the cloud
settled, there the Israelites would
make camp. (18) At a command of
M the Israelites broke camp, and at
a command of M7 they made camp:
they remained encamped as long as
the cloud stayed over the
Tabernacle. (19) When the cloud
lingered over the Tabernacle many
days, the Israelites observed mMi”’s
mandate and did not journey on.
(20) At such times as the cloud
rested over the Tabernacle for but a
few days, they remained encamped
at a command of 777°, and broke
camp at a command of 21) .7M7°) And
at such times as the cloud stayed
from evening until morning, they
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broke camp as soon as the cloud
lifted in the morning. Day or night,
whenever the cloud lifted, they
would break camp. (22) Whether it
was two days or a month or a
year—however long the cloud
lingered over the Tabernacle—the
Israelites remained encamped and
did not set out; only when it lifted
did they break camp. (23) On a sign
from M they made camp and on a
sign from 77 they broke camp; they
observed Mi1”’s mandate at 717”’s
bidding through Moses. (1) M7
spoke to Moses, saying: (2) Have two
silver trumpets made; make them of
hammered work. They shall serve
you to summon [military bodies of]
the community and to set the
divisions in motion. (3) When both
are blown in long blasts,*long blasts
Meaning of Heb. uncertain. the whole
company [of fighters]|*company [of
fighters] See note at 1.2. shall
assemble before you at the entrance
of the Tent of Meeting; (4) and if
only one is blown, the chieftains,
heads of Israel’s contingents, shall
assemble before you. (5) But when
you sound short blasts,*short blasts
Meaning of Heb. teru‘a uncertain. the
divisions encamped on the east shall
move forward; (6) and when you
sound short blasts a second time,
those encamped on the south shall
move forward. Thus short blasts
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shall be blown for setting them in
motion, (7) while to convoke
[military bodies of] the congregation
you shall blow long blasts, not short
ones. (8) The trumpets shall be
blown by Aaron’s sons, the priests;
they shall be for you an institution
for all time throughout the ages. (9)
When you are at war*When you are
at war Meaning of Heb. uncertain. in
your land against an aggressor who
attacks you, you shall sound short
blasts on the trumpets, that you may
be remembered before your God M
and be delivered from your enemies.
(10) And on your joyous
occasions—your fixed festivals and
new moon days—you shall sound
the trumpets over your burnt
offerings and your sacrifices of
well-being. They shall be a reminder
of you before your God: I, M7, am
your God. (11) In the second year, on
the twentieth day of the second
month, the cloud lifted from the
Tabernacle of the Pact (12) and the
Israelites set out on their journeys
from the wilderness of Sinai. The
cloud came to rest in the wilderness
of Paran. (13) When the march was
to begin, at M7”’s command through
Moses,
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Haftarah

Joshua 6:1-20

(1) (Now Jericho was shut up tight
because of the Israelites; no one
could leave or enter.) (2) GOD said
to Joshua, “See,  will deliver Jericho
into your hands—its king and
warriors. (3) Let all your troops
march around the city and complete
one circuit of the city. Do this six
days, (4) with seven priests carrying
seven ram’s horns preceding the
Ark. On the seventh day, march
around the city seven times, with
the priests blowing the horns. (5)
And when a long blast is sounded on
the horn—as soon as you hear that
sound of the horn—all the troops
shall give a mighty shout.
Thereupon the city wall will
collapse, and the troops shall
advance, every man straight ahead.”
(6) Joshua son of Nun summoned
the priests and said to them, “Take
up the Ark of the Covenant, and let
seven priests carrying seven ram’s
horns precede the Ark of GOD.” (7)
And he instructed the troops, “Go
forward, march around the city,
with the vanguard marching in front
of the Ark of GOD.” (8) When
Joshua had instructed the troops,
the seven priests carrying seven
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ram’s horns advanced before GOD,
blowing their horns; and the Ark of
GOD’s Covenant followed them. (9)
The vanguard marched in front of
the priests who were blowing the
horns, and the rear guard marched
behind the Ark, with the horns
sounding all the time. (10) But
Joshua’s orders to the rest of the
troops were, “Do not shout, do not
let your voices be heard, and do not
let a sound issue from your lips until
the moment that I command you,
‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.” (11)
So he had the Ark of GOD go around
the city and complete one circuit;
then they returned to camp and
spent the night in camp. (12) Joshua
rose early the next day; and the
priests took up the Ark of GOD, (13)
while the seven priests bearing the
seven ram’s horns marched in front
of the Ark of GOD, blowing the
horns as they marched. The
vanguard marched in front of them,
and the rear guard marched behind
the Ark of GOD, with the horns
sounding all the time. (14) And so
they marched around the city once
on the second day and returned to
the camp. They did this six days. (15)
On the seventh day, they rose at
daybreak and marched around the
city, in the same manner, seven
times; that was the only day that
they marched around the city seven
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times. (16) On the seventh round, as
the priests blew the horns, Joshua
commanded the troops, “Shout! For
GOD has given you the city. (17) The
city and everything in it are to be
proscribed for GOD; only Rahab the
prostitute is to be spared, and all
who are with her in the house,
because she hid the messengers we
sent. (18) But you must beware of
that which is proscribed, or else you
will be proscribed: if you take
anything from that which is
proscribed, you will cause the camp
of Israel to be proscribed; you will
bring calamity upon it. (19) All the
silver and gold and objects of copper
and iron are consecrated to GOD;
they must go into the treasury of
GOD.” (20) So the troops shouted
when the horns were sounded.
When the troops heard the sound of
the horns, they raised a mighty
shout and the wall collapsed. The
troops rushed into the city, every
man straight in front of him, and
they captured the city.
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