Shabbat Yitro

15 February

Torah Reading:

Exodus 18:1-27

(1) Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’
father-in-law, heard all that God
had done for Moses and for Israel,
God’s people, how M7 had brought
Israel out from Egypt. (2) So Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, took
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after she had
been sent home, (3) and her two
sons—of whom one was named
Gershom, that is to say, “I have been
a stranger*stranger Heb. ger. in a
foreign land”; (4) and the other was
named Eliezer,*Eliezer Lit. “(My)
God is help.” meaning, “The God of
my father’s [house| was my help,
delivering me from the sword of
Pharaoh.” (5) Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, brought Moses’ sons
and wife to him in the wilderness,
where he was encamped at the
mountain of God. (6) He sent word
to Moses, “I, your father-in-law
Jethro, am coming to you, with your
wife and her two sons.” (7) Moses
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went out to meet his father-in-law;
he bowed low and kissed him; each
asked after the other’s welfare, and
they went into the tent. (8) Moses
then recounted to his father-in-law
everything that 77> had done to
Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for
Israel’s sake, all the hardships that
had befallen them on the way, and
how M7 had delivered them. (9)
And Jethro rejoiced over all the
kindness that 777> had shown Israel
when delivering them from the
Egyptians. (10) “Blessed be mi,”
Jethro said, “who delivered you from
the Egyptians and from Pharaoh,
and who delivered the people from
under the hand of the Egyptians. (11)
Now I know that M7 is greater than
all gods, yes, by the result of their
very schemes against [the
people].”*yes, by the result of their
very schemes against [the people]
Meaning of Heb. uncertain. (12) And
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
brought a burnt offering and
sacrifices for God; and Aaron came
with all the elders of Israel to
partake of the meal before God with
Moses’ father-in-law. (13) Next day,
Moses sat as magistrate among the
people, while the people stood
about Moses from morning until
evening. (14) But when Moses’
father-in-law saw how much he had
to do for the people, he said, “What
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is this thing that you are doing to
the people? Why do you act*act Lit.
“sit” as magistrate; cf. v. 13. alone,
while all the people stand about you
from morning until evening?” (15)
Moses replied to his father-in-law,
“Itis because the people come to me
to inquire of God. (16) When they
have a dispute, it comes before me,
and I decide between one party and
another, and I make known the laws
and teachings of God.” (17) But
Moses’ father-in-law said to him,
“The thing you are doing is not
right; (18) you will surely wear
yourself out, and these people as
well. For the task is too heavy for
you; you cannot do it alone. (19)
Now listen to me. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you! You
represent the people before God: you
bring the disputes before God, (20)
and enjoin upon them the laws and
the teachings, and make known to
them the way they are to go and the
practices they are to follow. (21) You
shall also seek out, from among all
the people, capable
individuals*individuals Lit.
“participants whose involvement
deﬁnes the depicted situation”; trad.
“men.” See the Dictionary under "ish.
who fear God—trustworthy ones
who spurn ill-gotten gain. Set these
over them as chiefs of thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens, and (22)
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let them judge the people at all
times. Have them bring every major
dispute to you, but let them decide
every minor dispute themselves.
Make it easier for yourself by letting
them share the burden with you.
(23) If you do this—and God so
commands you—you will be able to
bear up; and all these people too will
go home unwearied.” (24) Moses
heeded his father-in-law and did
just as he had said. (25) Moses chose
capable individuals*individuals See
note at v. 21. out of all Israel, and
appointed them heads over the
people—chiefs of thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens; (26) and
they judged the people at all times:
the difficult matters they would
bring to Moses, and all the minor
matters they would decide
themselves. (27) Then Moses bade
his father-in-law farewell, and he
went his way to his own land.
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Haftarah reading:

I Kings 3:1-15

(1) Solomon allied himself by
marriage with Pharaoh king of
Egypt. He married Pharaoh’s
daughter and brought her to the
City of David [to live there] until he
had finished building his palace, and
the House of GOD, and the walls
around Jerusalem. (2) The people,
however, continued to offer
sacrifices at the open shrines,
because up to that time no house
had been built for GOD’s name. (3)
And Solomon, though he loved GOD
and followed the practices of his
father David, also sacrificed and
offered at the shrines. (4) The king
went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for
that was the largest shrine; on that
altar Solomon presented a thousand
burnt offerings. (5) At Gibeon GOD
appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night; and God said, “Ask, what
shall I grant you?” (6) Solomon said,
“You dealt most graciously with
Your servant my father David,
because he walked before You in
faithfulness and righteousness and
in integrity of heart. You have
continued this great kindness to him
by giving him a son to occupy his
throne, as is now the case. (7) And
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now, my ETERNAL God, You have
made Your servant king in place of
my father David; but I am a young
lad, with no experience in
leadership. (8) Your servant finds
himself in the midst of the people
You have chosen, a people too
numerous to be numbered or
counted. (9) Grant, then, Your
servant an understanding mind to
judge Your people, to distinguish
between good and bad; for who can
judge this vast people of Yours?” (10)
Pleased that Solomon had asked for
this, (11) God said to him, “Because
you asked for this—you did not ask
for long life, you did not ask for
riches, you did not ask for the life of
your enemies, but you asked for
discernment in dispensing justice—
(12) I now do as you have spoken.
grant you a wise and discerning
mind; there has never been anyone
like you before, nor will anyone like
you arise again. (13) And I also grant
you what you did not ask for—both
riches and glory all your life—the
like of which no king has ever had.
(14) And I will further grant you long
life, if you will walk in My ways and
observe My laws and
commandments, as did your father
David.” (15) Then Solomon awoke: it
was a dream! He went to Jerusalem,
stood before the Ark of the Covenant
of the Sovereign One, and sacrificed
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burnt offerings and presented
offerings of well-being; and he made
a banquet for all his courtiers.



