Shabbat Va-eira
25 January 25 Tevet

Torah Reading

Exodus 6:2-13

(2) God spoke to Moses and said to
him, “Iam 3) .M7°) [ appeared to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El
Shaddai, but I did not make Myself
known to them by My name 4) .717°)
I also established My covenant with
them, to give them the land of
Canaan, the land in which they lived
as sojourners. (5)  have now heard
the moaning of the Israelites
because the Egyptians are holding
them in bondage, and I have
remembered My covenant. (6) Say,
therefore, to the Israelite people: I
am 7. I will free you from the
labors of the Egyptians and deliver
you from their bondage. I will
redeem you with an outstretched
arm and through extraordinary
chastisements. (7) And I will take
you to be My people, and I will be
your God. And you shall know that I,
M, am your God who freed you
from the labors of the Egyptians. (8)
I will bring you into the land which I
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swore*swore Lit. “raised My hand.”
to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and I will give it to you for a
possession, [ 9) ”.mM7°) But when
Moses told this to the Israelites, they
would not listen to Moses, their
spirits crushed by cruel bondage.
(10) M spoke to Moses, saying, (11)
“Go and tell Pharaoh king of Egypt
to let the Israelites depart from his
land.” (12) But Moses appealed to
M, saying, “The Israelites would
not listen to me; how then should
Pharaoh heed me, me—who gets
tongue-tied!”*who gets tongue-tied
Lit. “uncircumcised of lips,” which is
not a claim to a permanent condition,
contra NJPS “a man of impeded
speech.” Cf. Lev. 19.23; Jer. 6.10. (13)
So M spoke to both Moses and
Aaron in regard to the Israelites and
Pharaoh king of Egypt, instructing
them to deliver the Israelites from
the land of Egypt.

Haftarah Reading:

Ezekiel 20:2-12

(2) And the word of GOD came to
me: (3) O mortal, speak to the elders
of Israel and say to them: Thus said
the Sovereign GOD: Have you come
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to inquire of Me? As I live, I will not
respond to your inquiry—declares
the Sovereign GOD. (4) Arraign,
arraign them, O mortal! Declare to
them the abhorrent deeds of their
ancestors. (5) Say to them: Thus
said the Sovereign GOD:

On the day that I chose Israel, I gave
My oath to the stock of the House of

Jacob; when I made Myself known to

them in the land of Egypt, I gave my
oath to them. When I said, “I the
ETERNAL am your God,” (6) that
same day I swore to them to take
them out of the land of Egyptinto a
land flowing with milk and honey, a
land that I had sought out for them,
the fairest of all lands. (7) I also said
to them: Cast away, every one of
you, the detestable things that you
are drawn to,and do not defile
yourselves with the fetishes of
Egypt—I the ETERNAL am your
God. (8) But they defied Me and
refused to listen to Me. Not one of
them cast away the detestable
things they were drawn to, nor did
they give up the fetishes of Egypt.
Then I resolved to pour out My fury
upon them, to vent all My anger
upon them there, in the land of
Egypt. (9) ButI acted for the sake of
My name, that it might not be
profaned in the sight of the nations
among whom they were. For it was
before their eyes that | had made
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Myself known to Israel to bring
them out of the land of Egypt. (10) I
brought them out of the land of
Egypt and I led them into the
wilderness. (11) I gave them My laws
and taught them My rules, by the
pursuit of which humans shall live.
(12) Moreover, I gave them My
sabbaths to serve as a sign between
Me and them, that they might know
thatitis I, GOD, who sanctify them.
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