Shabbat Bo
1 February 3 Sh'vat

Torah Reading

Exodus 10:1-20

(1) Then M7 said to Moses, “Go to
Pharaoh. For [ have hardened his
heart and the hearts of his courtiers,
in order that I may display these My
signs among them, (2) and thatyou
may recount in the hearing of your
child and of your child’s child how I
made a mockery of the Egyptians
and how I displayed My signs
among them—in order that you
may know that I am 3) ”.77°) So
Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh
and said to him, “Thus says 7, the
God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before
Me? Let My people go that they may
worship Me. (4) For if you refuse to
let My people go, tomorrow I will
bring locusts on your territory. (5)
They shall cover the surface of the
land, so that no one will be able to
see the land. They shall devour the
surviving remnant that was left to
you after the hail; and they shall eat
away all your trees that grow in the
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field. (6) Moreover, they shall fill
your palaces and the houses of all
your courtiers and of all the
Egyptians—something that neither
your fathers nor fathers’ fathers
have seen from the day they
appeared on earth to this day.”
With that he turned and left
Pharaoh’s presence. (7) Pharaoh’s
courtiers said to him, “How long
shall this one be a snare to us? Let a
delegation*a delegation Lit. “the
[salient] participants,” i.e., not
everyone. Trad. “the men.” See the
Dictionary under ’ish. go to worship
their God M | Are you not yet
aware that Egyptis lost?” (8) So
Moses and Aaron were brought back
to Pharaoh and he said to them, “Go,
worship your God 17 ! Who are the
ones to go?” (9) Moses replied, “We
will all go—regardless of social
station*regardless of social station
Heb. bi-n‘areinu u-vi-zigneinu, taking
na‘ar and zaqen as terms of social
rank—Iit. “with our underlings and
with our elders.” NJPS “young and
old.” See the Dictionary under na‘ar
and “elders.” —we will go with our
sons and daughters, our flocks and
herds; for we must observe 717”’s
festival.” (10) But he said to them,
“M7 be with you—the same as I
mean to let your dependents go with
you! Clearly, you are bent on
mischief. (11) No! You gentlemen go
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and worship M7, since that is what
you want.” And they were expelled
from Pharaoh’s presence. (12) Then
M said to Moses, “Hold out your
arm over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that they may come upon
the land of Egypt and eat up all the
grasses in the land, whatever the
hail has left.” (13) So Moses held out
his rod over the land of Egypt, and
1> drove an east wind over the land
all that day and all night; and when
morning came, the east wind had
brought the locusts. (14) Locusts
invaded all the land of Egypt and
settled within all the territory of
Egyptin a thick mass; never before
had there been so many, nor will
there ever be so many again. (15)
They hid all the land from view, and
the land was darkened; and they ate
up all the grasses of the field and all
the fruit of the trees which the hail
had left, so that nothing green was
left, of tree or grass of the field, in all
the land of Egypt. (16) Pharaoh
hurriedly summoned Moses and
Aaron and said, “I stand guilty
before your God M* and before you.
(17) Forgive my offense just this
once, and plead with your God M7
that this death but be removed from
me.” (18) So he left Pharaoh’s
presence and pleaded with (19) .M
M caused a shift to a very strong
west wind, which lifted the locusts
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and hurled them into the Sea of
Reeds;*Sea of Reeds Traditionally,
but incorrectly, “Red Sea.” not a single
locust remained in all the territory
of Egypt. (20) But mi” stiffened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not
let the Israelites go.

Haftarah

Jeremiah 46:13-28

(13) The word that GOD spoke to the
prophet Jeremiah about the coming
of King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon
to attack the land of Egypt: (14)
Declare in Egypt, proclaim in
Migdol,

Proclaim in Noph and Tahpanhes!
Say: Take your posts and stand
ready,

For the sword has devoured all
around you! (15) Why are your
stalwarts swept away?

They did not stand firm,

For GOD thrust them down; (16)
Many were made to stumble,

They fell over one another.

They said:

“Up! let us return to our people,

To the land of our birth,

Because of the deadly sword.” (17)
There they called Pharaoh king of
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Egypt:
“Braggart who let the hour go by.”

(18) As Ilive—declares the King,
Whose name is GOD of Hosts—

As surely as Tabor is among the
mountains

And Carmel is by the sea,

So shall this come to pass. (19) Equip
yourself for exile,

Fair Egypt, you who dwell secure!
For Noph shall become a waste,
Desolate, without inhabitants. (20)
Egyptis a handsome heifer—

A gadfly from the north is coming,
coming! (21) The mercenaries, too,
in her midst

Are like stall-fed calves;

They too shall turn tail,

Flee as one, and make no stand.
Their day of disaster is upon them,
The hour of their doom. (22) She
shall rustle away like a snake

As they come marching in force;
They shall come against her with
axes,

Like hewers of wood. (23) They shall
cut down her forest

—declares GOD—

Though it cannot be measured;

For they are more numerous than
locusts,

And cannot be counted. (24) Fair
Egypt shall be shamed,

Handed over to the people of the
north.

(25) GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel,
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has said: I will inflict punishment on
Amon of No and on Pharaoh—on
Egypt, her gods, and her kings—on
Pharaoh and all who rely on him.
(26) I will deliver them into the
hands of those who seek to kill
them, into the hands of King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon and into
the hands of his subjects. But
afterward she shall be inhabited
again as in former days, declares
GOD. (27) But you,

Have no fear, My servant Jacob,

Be not dismayed, O Israel!

I will deliver you from far away,
Your folk from their land of
captivity;

And Jacob again shall have calm
And quiet, with none to trouble him.
(28) But you, have no fear,

My servant Jacob

—declares GOD—

For I am with you.

I will make an end of all the nations
Among which I have banished you,
But I will not make an end of you!

I will not leave you unpunished,

But I will chastise you in measure.
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