Shabbat Chukkat

13 July 2024

Torah Reading:

Numbers 21:1-20

(1) When the Canaanite, king of
Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb,
learned that Israel was coming by
the way of Atharim,*Atharim
Meaning of Heb. ha-’atharim
uncertain. Targum and other ancient
versions render “the way [taken by] the
scouts.” he engaged Israel in battle
and took some of them captive. (2)
Then Israel made a vow to M° and
said, “If You deliver this people into
our hand, we will
proscribe*proscribe lLe., utterly
destroy, reserving no booty except what
is deposited in the Sanctuary; see Josh.
6.24. their towns.” (3) M7 heeded
Israel’s plea and delivered up the
Canaanites; and they and their cities
were proscribed. So that place was
named Hormah.*Hormah Connected
with heherim “to proscribe.” (4) They
set out from Mount Hor by way of
the Sea of Reeds*Sea of Reeds
Traditionally, but incorrectly, “Red
Sea.” to skirt the land of Edom. But
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the people grew restive on the
journey, (5) and the people spoke
against God and against Moses,
“Why did you make us leave Egypt
to die in the wilderness? There is no
bread and no water, and we have
come to loathe this miserable food.”
(6) M sent seraph*seraph Cf. Isa.
14.29; 30.6. Others “fiery”; exact
meaning of Heb. saraph uncertain. Cf.
Deut. 8.15. serpents against the
people. They bit the people and
many of the Israelites died. (7) The
people came to Moses and said, “We
sinned by speaking against 117> and
against you. Intercede with 717> to
take away the serpents from us!”
And Moses interceded for the
people. (8) Then M said to Moses,
“Make a seraph*seraph See note at v.
6. figure and mount it on a standard.
And anyone who was bitten who
then looks at it shall recover.” (9)
Moses made a copper serpent and
mounted it on a standard; and when
bitten by a serpent, anyone who
looked at the copper serpent would
recover. (10) The Israelites marched
on and encamped at Oboth. (11)
They set out from Oboth and
encamped at Iye-abarim, in the
wilderness bordering on Moab to
the east. (12) From there they set out
and encamped at the wadi Zered.
(13) From there they set out and
encamped beyond the Arnon, that
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is, in the wilderness that extends
from the territory of the Amorites.
For the Arnon is the boundary of
Moab, between Moab and the
Amorites. (14) Therefore the Book of
the Wars of mMi> speaks of*The
quotation that follows is a fragment; its
text and meaning are uncertain.
“...Waheb in Suphah, and the wadis:
the Arnon (15) with its tributary
wadis, stretched along the settled
country of Ar, hugging the territory
of Moab...” (16) And from there to
Beer,*Beer Lit. “well.” which is the
well where 777° said to Moses,
“Assemble the people that I may
give them water.” (17) Then Israel
sang this song:

Spring up, O well—sing to it—

(18) The well which the chieftains
dug,

Which the nobles of the people
started

With maces, with their own staffs.
And from Midbar*Midbar
Septuagint “the well” (= Beer); cf. v. 16.
to Mattanah, (19) and from
Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from
Nahaliel to Bamoth, (20) and from
Bamoth to the valley thatis in the
country of Moab, at the peak of
Pisgah, overlooking the
wasteland.*wasteland Or
“Teshimon.”
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Haftarah:

II Kings 18:1-8

(1) In the third year of King Hoshea
son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of
King Ahaz of Judah became king. (2)
He was twenty-five years old when
he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem twenty-nine years; his
mother’s name was Abia daughter
of Zechariah. (3) He did what was
pleasing to GOD, just as his
forefather David had done. (4) He
abolished the shrines and smashed
the pillars and cut down the sacred
post. He also broke into pieces the
bronze serpent that Moses had
made, for until that time the
Israelites had been offering
sacrifices to it; it was called
Nehushtan. (5) He trusted only in
the ETERNAL the God of Israel; there
was none like him among all the
kings of Judah after him, nor among
those before him. (6) He clung to
GOD; he did not hesitate to be
directed, but kept the
commandments that GOD had
given to Moses. (7) And GOD was
always with him; he was successful
wherever he turned. He rebelled
against the king of Assyria and
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would not serve him. (8) He overran ‘['(}7 Ty D’_’nI_U’?EJ DX TN
Philistia as far as Gaza and its border vagu ’7-[_17373 —|7‘7~|'_u NN

areas, from watchtower to fortified

town. {D} %20 YTy



